
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 11 March 2020] 

 p1176b-1176b 
Ms Simone McGurk 

 [1] 

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 2020 

Statement by Minister for Women’s Interests 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Women’s Interests) [12.18 pm]: I rise to inform the house of 
International Women’s Day, which took place at the weekend. International Women’s Day is recognised globally 
on 8 March every year to acknowledge women’s achievements and to highlight the work still to be done. This year’s 
United Nations women’s theme was generation equality, which asks us to reflect on how gender inequality affects 
women across the generations. This year also marks 100 years since legislation was passed to enable women to 
run for Parliament in Western Australia. Despite this, we can see from looking around the chamber today that our 
Parliament does not represent the Western Australian community. We have a lot of work still ahead of us to 
progress gender equality and I am proud that the McGowan government is taking action to close the gender gap. 

Last week, in the lead-up to International Women’s Day, I launched “Stronger Together: WA’s Plan for Gender 
Equality”, the first plan of its kind in this state. Stronger Together sets out a long-term coordinated approach to 
addressing gender inequality over the next 10 years. The plan is accompanied by specific initiatives, including 
a target of 50 per cent women in the senior executive service, a trial of public sector reporting to the Workplace 
Gender Equality Agency and a commitment to examine opportunities to use procurement to support gender equality. 
Government alone cannot solve gender inequality; however, it is important that we provide real leadership to the 
rest of our community. 

During the celebrations I met with many incredible women who are making vital contributions in their fields of 
endeavour, their communities and their families. I am proud of the work we are progressing as a government and 
I commend all the people in our community who are working together to make gender equality a reality so that 
WA is a place where every child can reach their potential. 
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